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in China, but avoiding so far as possible the dynamite and any " bill
of particulars " which would be going to the public over the heads of
the Japanese Government.
I am well aware that our own Government would deeply resent
anything of that kind on the part of the Japanese Ambassador 111
Washington. The tone of my speech will be important. What are
needed now are " brass tacks "—an appeal to stop the bombings,
indignities, trade restrictions, and other concrete interferences with
American rights. The high principles will, however, not be over-
looked. As the draft stands now, the staff consider it a well-balanced
speech, and I think it is. There will be some unpleasant reverbera-
tions, but there is precious little in the speech to which exception
could properly be taken. We shall see. Fortunately the Department
had sent me a telegram, eminently wise, suggesting that I might
find trends in Japan which would render the original draft inad-
visable and that it would not be well to injure thereby such personal
influence as I possess. Although it was I myself who originally sug-
gested the speech, that telegram gave me a great sense of relief.
" STRAIGHT FROM THE HORSE'S MOUTH "
(From an Address before the America-Japan Society, October 19, 1939)
We have a phrase in English " straight from the horse's mouth."
I never knew why the particular animal chosen was a horse, especially
as most horses are generally not very communicative. But the
meaning is clear enough. What I shall say in Japan in the ensuing
months comes " straight from the horse's mouth " in that it will
accurately represent and interpret some of the current thoughts of
the American Government and people with regard to Japan and the
Far East. I had the privilege of also conferring repeatedly with the
President and with the Secretary of State during my stay at home.
Before I left for America last May a Japanese friend of mine begged
me to tell my friends in America die situation in Japanese-American
relations as he conceived it. It ran somewhat as follows :
American rights and interests in China are suffering some minor
and unimportant inconveniences in China as a result of Japanese
military operations ; the Japanese military take every possible
precaution to avoid inconvenience to American interests; reports
published in the United States in regard to damage to American
interests by the Japanese in China are intentionally exaggerated in
order to inflame the American people against Japan; in large
measure those activities of the Japanese to which Americans object
are the result of differences in customs, differences in language, and
a legalistic attitude which has been adopted by the United States;
the attitude of the Government of the United States in regard to
impairment of American rights and interests in the Japanese-occupied
areas of China is in large part due to internal political conditions
in the United States ; in the near future the situation in the occupied

